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THE   LAND   OF   THE   LAMAS

and even writing is an accomplishment of only a few out-
side of the lamaseries, although most people can read both
the capital script (wit cMn), and the cursive character
(wu med), the latter not without difficulties, on account

of the numerous abbreviations in-
troduced in it. At Ta-chien-lu and
other large places the girls attend
school as well as a few of the boys,
learning to read and write letters,
the polite forms of address, and
some other necessary rudiments, in
which arithmetic does not, how-
ever, enter.

Besides the very large religious
literature extant in Tibet, there are
a number of works of a semi-bio-
graphical nature, called nam-ffar,
histories, and translations of Chinese
standard works; also books of songs
and a few of pure fiction, these lat-
ter of Chinese origin and published probably by Chi-
nese enterprise. The nam-t'ar are the favorite com-
positions, however, just as the historical novel is the
most popular literature throughout China, and quite a
numerous class of men earn their livelihood by giving
readings of these books. These story-tellers afford the
nearest approach the people have to theatrical representa-
tions, if we except the Ripa or itinerant mummers (mostly
boys) who with hideous masks over their heads perform
a grotesque dance to the music of their song, whose
burden, as far as I could make it out, was a courting
of one's expected generosity, becoming fulsome praise
when one gave them anything, such expressions as

SILVER INK-BOTTLE, PENS
AND PEN-CASE.